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Greetings from Churches of Christ, Rampachodavaram/Tuni areas, Andhra Pradesh, India.  

Brethren, we hope and pray all are safe and doing well.  We wish this New Year 2021 will bring great joy and 

strength in the work of our Lord and win more souls for Him in His kingdom.  We give thanks to our God always 

for you for all the continual support even in the midst of Pandemic situation. God is not unjust so as to 

overlook your work and the love that you have shown for His name in serving and contributing to the needs of 

the Indian preaching brethren, orphans, widows and many poor people.  Brethren, we are sorry, we could not 

send you newsletter for few months because of antagonistic conditions which were well explained to Brother 

Jack, and Zack and Respected Elders, Willette Church of Christ, our overseeing congregation. We thank you for 

your patience and encouragement. 

Dear Brethren, the Covid-19 fatality rate in India has been showing a steady decline and dropped to 1.44 

percent due to focused efforts of the Indian Government and State Government. The situation in our State of 

Andhra Pradesh is also showing a sustained decline and we have less than 50 cases a day in our state.  The 

Government of India is now planning to give vaccine to all the citizens for free.  The Government intends to 

vaccinate around 3 crore individuals in Phase 1 of the Corona Virus Programme which will be launched on 

January 16, 2021. Priority will be given to frontline workers from various sectors such as health, education and 

police. On the other hand, there is more fear about the second wave and the government is still restricting 

mob gatherings. 

While this fear of virus is still disquieting, satan has thrown another challenge 

of hatred. Recently, some unknown miscreants have damaged some idols in 

various Hindu temples in various places.  Taking this as an advantage, the 

opposition parties have started camping hatred against Christians, blaming our 

State Chief Minister who is a “denomination Christian,” As a result, all Hindu 

extremists belonging to Hindu parties and other opposition parties have called 

to protest all conversions and called for all their followers to keep watching all Christians in the villages to 

object any public meetings and file cases against conversions. 

Dear brethren, at the same time, we are happy to report 

that all the churches were opened now for worship and 

we are conducting Bible classes and worship as usual. We 

started conducting village meetings. Brethren, even 

though the satan had challenged us in every way during 

2020, the Lord has been so good to us. He helped us to 

reach many people even in the midst of pandemic 

situation through our preaching brethren, through video calls, sometimes visiting them secretly, personal 

evangelism. And as a result we witnessed hundreds of baptisms. We are happy to report that we baptised 

2374 people in the year 2020 which includes the number while our brethren from U.S.A. were here in the 

month of January. Our preaching brethren have been doing a great work in the villages where they preach. 

Dear brethren, this is all not possible without your love and support during these difficult situations. We know 

you all were also suffered a lot yet you chose to help our brethren. Thank you so much for your help. All our 

preaching brethren expressed their gratitude for your continual help. I, (John Ratnam) have been receiving so 

many pictures of baptisms even in this month. We now started visiting villages in some new areas in the 

interior places. Please continue to pray.  
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CHILDREN HOMES: Brethren, the Government did not allow us to keep children because of virus. The 

Government ordered that all children homes are to be closed. They have closed schools also. Still all primary 

schools are not yet opened and some private schools are conducting online classes. In 

this situation, as most of the children in our homes are orphans, we could not send 

them out but we planned them to keep them in various church members houses and 

helped them rice, vegetables etc. We 

sent some children who have single 

parent and helped them with rice, oil, 

vegetables etc., all these moths. But 

children in Tuni, Suryapeta, Kattamuru 

and Cheedipalem are kept in home 

secretly though it’s against the government decision. We 

could give them clothes and supply books and keep watching them.  We are glad to report that no child was 

infected with virus in our homes. Thank you for your prayers and support in the pandemic situation. You fed 

not only the children but their families too.  

WIDOWS: Brothers and Sisters, thank you so much for your kind help that you extended to the widows. 

Unfortunately 7 widows were died of virus. Rest of the widows are safe. All the widows were supplied with 

sufficient groceries and medication. They were also given sarees and blankets this New Year. You are 

supporting hundreds of 

widows. Sarees and groceries 

were distributed not only  to 

the widows that stay at 

Rampachodavaram and Tuni 

but also in many 

congregations.  Some are still 

sick not from virus but due to 

the old age. These widows though they are weak and uneducated, they keep trying 

to teach others what they learnt in the Church and Ladies Classes. We want to 

share a small story of a widow whose name is Bhavani.  She is from a Hindu family 

and baptised long back. She belongs to a high caste and all her sons are still Hindus. 

She lives with the elder son. Though she owns 

all the property, she was given a small room and 

rest of the property was occupied by her sons. 

We support her every week with provisions and help her money. You can 

see her in the picture. She never bothers of her facilities but tries to teach 

her son and daughter-in-law. They never heard her. She also started 

teaching her grandson and finally prepared him for baptism. This young man was baptised on 27th December 

2020. Another widow sister Dayamani brought 4 people to the church. They all were baptised. Thank you for 

helping these widows and keeping them busy in the work which is a pure and undefiled religion before God.  

Please continue to keep them in your prayers. 

CHURCH BUILDINGS:  Construction of buildings have slowed down during 

these months due to non-availability of material because of covid 

restrictions but now we are able to complete some buildings and other 

buildings are under construction. Thank you for your help for the 

buildings.  Brother Jack Honeycutt sent money for 16 buildings in 2020 

and 4 more buildings in the month of January 2021.                     Contd…4., 
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Contd…2.,  Brother John Ratnam started opening the buildings that are completed and ready to worship. On 

26th December, church building sponsored by Bro. Glenn Holmes at Gandredu village was dedicated. It is a nice 

facility.  All the Church members and Elders were so happy and 

conveyed their heartfelt thanks to Bro. Glenn Holmes. In fact, this 

building was completed months back and was left with some interior 

plastering. We wanted to open this building by Bro. Zackery Holmes 

who has planned to visit India along with Brother Jack Honeycutt. But 

due to the pandemic situation and other difficult situations here, they 

were not able to visit. We look forward to see them very soon if Lord 

willing this year if every things gets normal. There are other buildings to dedicate and we are planning to open 

some in the month of February 2021. Please pray for this continual effort to establish a church with permanent 

building to worship and remain as a shining light in the villages among the pagan religions. We once again 

appreciate all your love and dedication towards the spread of Gospel and making it a permanent work. 

CHRISTIAN HOSPITAL: Dear brethren, thank you for your help for the medicine and medical kits you supplied 

during all these months. As reported earlier, our Christian Hospital at Rampachodavaram was undertaken by 

the Government as Covid Centre and many patients were treated 

from this hospital. Now the Government has given back to us after 

thoroughly cleaning and sanitisation. Now our hospital staff taken 

up their duties and running hospital regularly. During the 

lockdown and all these months, our doctor and the staff started 

distributing medicine to the widows and medical kits for virus 

treatment. They have conducted camps in interior places and 

distributed medicine while our brethren distributed groceries.  

Please remember the services rendering from this hospital to help poor widows and others who cannot afford 

to go outside. We supply medicine free and offer free consultation along with laboratory tests available. Your 

help and support for this need will highly appreciate which is highly required in these interior parts. 

HOLY BIBLES: Brethren, your precious gift of Holy Bible to all newly baptised and to those who do not have any 

copy especially in the Hindu families is appreciated by one and all. We have distributed thousands of Bibles 

these years and in 2020 too we were able to distribute Holy 

Bibles and Songs Books together to all the baptised. We 

thank you for your contribution to buy hundreds of bibles 

each month and also print thousands of Songs Books in our 

Willette Graphics, our own printing press. There is great 

hunger for the Bibles and songs books in the villages which our brethren also are witness. They experienced 

how people follow until they get a copy. We wish to order more copies this year. Our brethren has sent us 

money to order more Bibles in this year and we will buy as the stock available in the Bible Society of India. 

Please continue to pray for this great need which is a valuable gift. 

Dear Brethren, please continue to pray for all the programmes that are going on here. Our Brethren from 

U.S.A. are looking forward to coming to India as the time and situation  permits them. We wish to visit most of 

our preaching brethren by ourselves if our brethren cannot come, with the permission of the elders, Willette 

Church of Christ. We request your continual prayer and support on behalf of this great work which you started 

and helping to grow day by day.  
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