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       1 Peter 5:8 tells us that Satan is a roaring lion, so in a sense trying to ward off the a 
besetting sin is like running from a lion. You might survive for a while, but there’s a sense 
of inevitability from the very start. Then the cycle starts over again, trying to run from that 
sin but knowing it will catch up with you again eventually. 
       In studying the nature of sin, though, I’m reminded of the simple key truth that we 
often forget: sin comes from within. It’s not that we’re trying to outrun temptations. Those 
are always going to be there. We’re trying to outrun our own desire to turn and be 
devoured by whatever sin might be plaguing us. James 1:14 makes it clear that both being 
carried away (making ourselves vulnerable to temptation) and being enticed (letting 
ourselves take the bait and get caught on the hook of sin) come from within our own 
hearts. 
       The answer, then, is to change our desires. We have to want something more. We’re 
not just trying to outrun a lion, we’re running to safety in the arms of our Savior. After 
reminding us of all the people who persevered in faith in Hebrews 11, the Hebrew writer 
begins chapter 12 by telling us to run the race with our eyes fixed on Jesus. But holiness, 
that desire to be like Christ, is an acquired taste. Because that sin is within us, we have to 
slowly root it out and replace it with new desires. How do we do that? By 
implementing these 5 steps each day.    ….continued inside 

 

 
 

Elders: 

 John Mabery  268.0651 
    Carl Call  268.2040 
 Sjon Gentry  268.3273 
 

Ministers: 
 John Mabery  268.0651 
  Cell:  265.3835 
 Ronald Strong  267.5480 
 

Bible Correspondence: 
 Bill Coe  268.1777 
        Cell:  397.2159 
 
 
 
 

To Be Saved, JESUS Said We MUST… 
Believe Him (Jn.8:24; Heb.11:6) 
      Repent of our sins (Lk.13:3, 5) 
             Confess Christ (Rom.10:9-10) 

      Be immersed in water for remission of sins 
              (Mk.16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; Rom.6:3-4) 

Center Grove 
church of Christ 

3857 Grundy Quarles Hwy. 
Gainesboro, TN. 38562 

931.858.7460 or 931.268.0651 
Schedule of Services 

           Sunday: Bible Classes @ 9:00 a.m. 
 Worship @ 10:00 a.m. 
 Worship @ 5:00 p.m. 
           Wednesday:  Bible Classes @ 7:00 p.m. 

Radio: “The Lord’s Word” on WLIV 920 AM 
10:10 a.m. Monday - Saturday 

(We broadcast Thursday, Friday, and Saturday) 
Visit Us Online:  www.centergrovecoc.com 

Like Us on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/centergrovecoc 

 
 

Deacons: 
 Rellon Burris 319.5197 
 Jerry Young 268.2215  
 Ronald Strong 267.5480 
 Chris Mabery  310.3612 
 
Bible Study Curriculum: 
 Titus Anderson 704.5360 
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Pantry Items Needed:  

Sunshine Baskets 
 

 

Happy Birthday! 
Janice Vester 1-31 

Jeremy Broome 2-01 
Becky Honeycutt 2-01 

Christa Belle Moss 2-01 
Alton Mayberry 2-02 
Hayden Birdwell 2-03 

Lewis Fox 2-04 
Brandon Bunting 2-05 
Jonathan Conner 2-06 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING EVENTS… 
 

*Sunday morning worship service at 10 am will be held at the building as well as 
broadcast on Facebook live for those unable to attend. We will not be meeting in person 
for our other services at this time. 
 

*John Mabery will have a Bible study live on Facebook on Tuesday nights at 6pm.  
 

*Titus Anderson and Ronald Strong will have a Bible study live on Facebook on 
Wednesday nights at 7pm. 
 

*Our website is being updated: centergrovecoc.com - Facebook is no longer required to 
view our livestream. Our livestream can be watched on our website as soon as our services 
or bible studies begin.  
 
*If you would like to receive the bulletin in your email, visit our website and subscribe to 
our mailing list.  
 
*Please dispose of your own Lord Supper cups after service. 
 

NEW BABY GIRL! 
Eva Rose Moss was born January 22, 2021 weighing 8lb 10oz and 19in long. 

Congratulations to Kevin and Christa Belle and big brother Kaden. 
 

 
 

Enroll now in the free Bible 
Correspondence Course lessons. 
You will find it refreshing to delve 
into God’s Word & you will find out 
some things that surprise you. Give 
Bill Coe your name & address to get 
started. 

We have devices for those who are hard of 
hearing to help you during our worship 
services. If you are in need of one, please 
see Jeremy Broome. 



  
 

 
 

   
   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

   Area Hospitals & Rehabs: 
 

Vanderbilt: Ricky Strong, Ronnie Scott, Sherry Arms 
CRMC: Ralph Medley, Roberta Hunter, Nell Thomas 

Livingston: Glen Thomas 
 

Area Rest Homes & Rehab. Centers: 
Bethesada:  Grace Sloan 
Cedar Hill Senior Living:  Jean Haney 
Mabry: Lovena (Cricket) Wilson, Fred Heady, 
Ray Pippin 
McFarland Rehab: Ricky Strong 
NHC: Paul Pippin, Connie Ballard, Nell Thomas 
Hillsboro Rehab: Lovia Cowgill 
Georgia Rehab: Buddy Flatt 
 
 
 

1. Set aside alone time with God. No matter what the nature of each relationship might be, 
it’s impossible to develop any relationship without spending time together. The more time we 
spend talking to God in prayer and listening to Him through the Word, the more we’ll get to 
know Him. The more we know Him, the more we’ll know our unholiness. The more we know 
our unholiness, the more we realize what great love He had for us in sending Jesus to the cross. 
The more we realize the depth of His love, the more we’ll want to respond with love. Wake up 
a little earlier, cut some time out of your lunch break, or find whatever time you can (not the 
last 2 minutes as you doze off to sleep) and spend some time with the Father. 
2. Take a Scripture with you. It doesn’t do us much good to read the Bible, close it, and not 
think about it again until the next time we open it. Out of every encounter with the Scriptures 
we should be taking away some principle to work on, some piece of hope for the day, or some 
reminder of who God is. It’s that meditation throughout the day that helps us defeat sin, keep 
God on our hearts, and share Him with others. 
3. Pray in a variety of ways. I’ve had the privilege of learning from teachers that not every 
prayer has to be a big event, filled with all of the days requests. Sometimes it’s not a bad thing 
to say a quick, 10 second prayer. On the other hand, that’s not a replacement for the longer 
prayers, where we have more time to focus and express our praise and gratitude along with all 
of our requests for ourselves and others. Prayers of thanks at meal times or other times where 
we are blessed throughout the day are another type of prayer we can add to our day. The call to 
pray without ceasing (1 Thess. 5:17) is one we should keep in mind as we go throughout the 
day, talking to God as we go and taking time to really pour out our hearts when we set aside 
that time. 
4. Cut out the junk. In trying to developed a new sense of taste, eliminating the desire for sin 
and the things of this world and training ourselves to desire closer fellowship with God 
instead, consuming spiritual junk is as much of a hindrance as junk food is to someone on a 
physical diet. Television, movies, social media, and all of the things that are available for 
endless consumption every day can quickly make us content with the unfulfilling, mindless 
entertainment of this world, keeping us from desiring God. A little entertainment here and 
there isn’t always a bad thing, but we have to have our limits. 
5. Connect with another Christian. Most days we don’t get a chance to see our entire church 
family, but it’s still necessary to keep a connection to someone who is in the battle with us. 
God gave us the church family to keep each other from being hardened by the deceitfulness of 
sin (Hebrews 3:12-13). He knew that we can all be tricked into thinking that sin is more 
desirable than Christ, and so He provided us the support we need to win that fight. Having an 
accountability partner, someone to pray with, or just someone to discuss the day with is an 
invaluable tool that prevents spiritual stagnation. 
Many of us live lives of comfort, peace, and wealth, relative to history and the rest of the 
world, making it remarkably easy to forget that we are in the middle of a war every single day. 
Those desires that come from within our hearts are going to keep leading us astray until we 
take command of them and turn them over the Jesus. Every day we make the choices that will 
determine which way we’re going to go. Having the right habits makes all the difference in 
learning to taste and see that the Lord is good, so we can take refuge in Him (Psalm 34:8). 

 

Those Battling Ongoing Health Issues- 
Prayer List: 

Adele Birdwell, Anna Bell Stafford, Barbara Walker, 
Doris Martin, Earl Carr dad of Marcia, Earl Crabtree, 
Emily Jones, Fred Garrison, Geneva Brown, Glen 
Thomas, Hillary Broome, Jeanie Thomas, Jeremy & 
Ashley Broome, Jo Helen Brown, Johnny Stafford, 
Joyce Pippin, Larry Smith, Lela Durham, Lewis Fox, 
Lisa Garrison, Louise Richardson, Margie Dyer, 
Margie Goodwin, Mary Pearl Judd, Melissa Young, 
Moydene Robinson, Olivia Deason, Pam Crespo, 
Paulette Rainey, Raymond Haney, Roberta Hunter, 
Sandy Haney, Sherrie Merwine, Steve Hensley, 
Shirley Smith, Tim & Judy Chambers, Toni Johnson 
daughter of Roger, Velma Hix, Zander Dixon, Wilean 
Heady her son Terry-, Winnie Craighead, Faye 
Winstead sister of W.C. Howell 
 
*BATTLING CANCER* 
Anna Lee Burchett, Ben Young, Bill & Betty (Sad) 
Ransom Pries, Frances Luck, Hope Threadgill, Kinner 
Hawkins, Lori Davenport, Maibelle Dyer, Mike 
Hamlet, Nancy Blankenship, Rex Berry, Ruby 
Anderson, Roslyn Stout sister of Ruby, Steve 
Higginbotham, Tammy Crockett, Villary Campbell 

Privileged to Serve February 7, 2021 

 

Ushers ...........................  Ronnie Martin 
 ......................................  Roy Young 
Announcements ............  Carl Call 
Song Leader ..................  Titus Anderson 
Scripture Reading .........  Ben Gentry  
Speaker .........................  John Mabery 
Opening Prayer .............  Ronald Strong  
Closing Prayer ..............  Caden Fox 
Oversee Lord’s Supper..  Chris Mabery 
Prepare Trays ................   
Scripture Reading.........  Bill Coe 
Serve .............................  Jonathan Conner  
 ......................................  Mike Martin 
 ......................................  Jeremy Kirby 
 ......................................  Dakota Burris 
 ......................................  Brian Trisdale 
 ......................................  Jerry Young  
Alternate to Serve .........  Mark Collins 
 ......................................  Ronald Strong 
Dismiss Classes ............   
Count Contribution .......  Jim Young 
 ......................................  Caden Fox 
 ......................................  Chris Fox 
 ......................................  Greyson Smith 
Response Card ..............  Chris Martin 
PowerPoint....................  Chris Mabery 
Live Stream…………...  Blake Maberry 
Adult Bible Class……..  John Mabery 
 

Sunday Evening  
Speaker .........................    
Scripture Reading .........   
Song Leader ..................   
Opening Prayer ............    
Closing Prayer ..............   
PowerPoint....................   
 

Wednesday Evening  
Song Leader ..................   
Devotional ....................   
Opening Prayer .............   
Closing Prayer ..............   
PowerPoint……………   
Adult Bible Class……..   
 

Let Rellon Burris know if you can’t serve. 
Cell: (931) 319-5197 
Email: burris6@twlakes.net 
 

Area Hospitals & Rehabs: 
 

Florida: Austin Eagle 
CRMC: Dale Holloway,  
              Wendy Hutchinson 
NHC: Sherry Arms 
 
 

Sick at Home Asking for 
Prayers: 

Marcia Mitchell, Edith Mitchell, 
Sherrie Merwine, Kaitlyn Peterson, 
Vilnessa Holloway, Clayton Collier, 
Christa Belle & Eva Rose Moss  
 

Our Condolences to the Families of: 
 

Jack Terry, Nell Cowan, Carrie Black, 
Ronnie Scott, Laura Grogan 

 
 


